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TIMSS

Dear Parent or Guardian,

This year, your child’s class has been

selected to take part in the TIMSS 2027 field test. In
this flyer, you’ll find information about what TIMSS is
and how it will be carried out in schools.

Since 2007, Germany has been participating in the
four-yearly Trends in International Mathematics and
Science Study (TIMSS). The aim of the study is
to assess children’s abilities in  mathematics
and science and compare them across different
countries around the world. In addition,
information on their learning at school and at home
is gathered via various question-naires. There are
TIMSS questionnaires for school principals, teachers,
students and parents or guardians.

TIMSS allows schools and teaching in Germany to be
assessed over an extended period and the results to be
compared with those for other countries. The aim is to
identify ways in which schools and teaching in Ger-
many can be improved.

TIMSS PARTICIPANT SINCE 2007

IMPLEMENTATION

In Germany, around 1,200 year-four students will par-
ticipate in the 2026 field test, with 58 primary schools
involved across four federal states.

Your child’s school is among those taking part in the
study, in which children perform tasks on a laptop or
desktop computer. Additionally, there is a background
questionnaire in which students are asked about their
learning environment and learning process. There is
also a questionnaire for you to complete, which your
child will bring home after the day of the test. You can
do this on paper or online via the link provided. Your
answers are very important to us as you know your
child and their learning experiences better than any-
one.

SAMPLE TASK

TIMSS
2023

) Klicke auf den Teil der Pflanze, der Pollen bildet.

This task is from the science part of the test.
In it, students are asked to click on the parts of
the plant that produce pollen.

This study complies with all statutory data protection
regulations. We would particularly like to assure you
that no unauthorized persons (such as teaching staff)
will be able to view your responses or those of your
child at any point. No names or addresses are cap-
tured in the questionnaires, which are identified only
via an ID number that allows us to collate all the in-
formation relating to each child. The data captured is
used exclusively for the purposes of this study.

Many thanks for your support
with this study and for
completing the questionnaire
for parents or guardians.

The TIMSS team,
University of Hamburg





